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ABSTRACT

‘Knowledge’ gives birth of the process of ‘imparting knowledge’ which takes a society out of its
depths of darkness and depravity and leads it to the enlightened path. Hence imparting knowledge
or teaching is a social process and the center and hub of this process is the ‘Madrisah.’ The
Madrisah is the center where a student learns and develops the best of character and manners,
forms the right opinions, and develops noble inclinations. He emerges as a noble individual, a
respected citizen, a healer and a guide for others. The society then benefits, learns and finds
direction from the light of his noble and righteous disposition. This is why the importance of a
Madrisah or learning center in known to every society. Centers of learning hold a great importance
in the sight of those who understand and appreciate the meaning and purpose of the Islamic
teachings, because Islam is basically about learning and imparting knowledge. Even in olden times
when the system of living was devoid of its present organization and connection, people used to say,
“It is important for people to appoint a teacher who would impart knowledge to their children and
take a fee for it, otherwise people will remain ignorant.”The history of religious centers of learning
is as old as the history of Islam. When the Prophet, peace be upon him, was bestowed Prophet hood,
he first called his people and his tribe to the truth. He invited his tribe to his house and started his
work of imparting knowledge. When the order came, he then openly invited everyone to learn and
made efforts to educate and train those who accepted his call. He formed centers of learning to
teach his followers, although these centers could not be named as institutes are named today
because there was no conceptual divide between the religious and the worldly at that time and
centers of learning aimed to facilitate both the religious and worldly development of the individual
and society. (Even today there is no theoretical divide of the worldly and the religious in Islam but
it does exist in the Muslim world, especially in the Indo Pak and institutes are categorized
according to this division.) However, since their basis teachings are based on the Quran and the

Hadith, therefore they too are included in this analysis and a general overview is presented in this
paper.
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