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All praises belong to Allah, Lord of the worlds and peace and
blessings be upon His Last Messenger. To Proceed:

It is natural that differences should crop up in certain issues on
which the Qurlan and Sunnah have remained silent'. How ever,
differences in opinions are mercy for the followers of Islam?.

L-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud have narrated that the Prophet (peace be upon
him) sent Mu’adh ibn Jabal (may Allah be pleased with him) to Yemen
and appointed him to give fatwa by ijitihad if the Qur'an and Sunnah
was silent.

2-According to some Muhadditheen the hadith which mentions:
“Differences of opinions...” is weak or fabricated i.e., al-Silsilah al-
Da’eefah, 11. However, Al-Bayhagi in “Al-Madkhal” and Az-Zarkashi in
“Tadhkirah fi al-ahadith al-mushtaharah” relate al-Qasim ibn Muhammad
ibn Abi Bakr as saying: “The differences among the Companions of
Muhammad (peace be upon him) are a mercy for Allah’s servants. Ibn
Qudamah al-Hanbali said in “Al-Aga‘id”: “The difference in opinion in the
Community is a mercy, and their agreement is a proof.

Ibn Hazm Az-Zahari says: ™Difference of opinion in my Community is a
mercy’ is the most perverse saying because if difference were mercy,
agreement. would be anger, and it is impossible for a Muslim to say this,
because there can only be either agreement, or difference, and there
can only be either mercy, or anger possible (al-Ihkam fi usul al-ahkam).
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But why did differences crop up in rulings among the Four Sunni
Sects? After all were they not teachers and students of each other? Imam
Malik ! greatly benefited from Imam Abu Hanifah books. Imam Shafi'i was
the student of Imam Malik > and Imam Muhammad 3. Imam Ahmad bin
Hanbal was the student of Imam Abu Yusuf* and Imam Shafi' °.

However, on the onset it should be understood and kept in mind that
the founders of the four schools of thoughts were far removed from
prejudice and narrow-mindedness towards each other or other scholars.
We have on record that once Imam Shafi'i offered his morning prayers
near the graveyard of Imam Abu Hanifah and did not recite the Qanoot
prayers that day — with respect to Abu Hanifah view that Qanoot & 58
need not be said on Fajr. Also, Khatib Baghdadi narrates Ali ibn Maymun
as saying: ‘I heard As-Shafi'i say:

However Nawawi in the commentary of Sahih Muslim writes: 'If
something (i.e. agreement) is a mercy it is not necessary for it's
opposite to be the opposite of mercy. No-one makes this binding, and
no-one even says... Allah the Exalted said: "And of His mercy He has
made night for you so that you would rest in it," and He has named
night a mercy: it does not necessarily ensue from this that the day is a
punishment."

L. Qadi Abul Abbas Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Abi Al-Awaam
with a continous narration from Abdul Aziz bin Muhammad Daraawardi
narrates that Imam Malik would consult the books of Imam Abu Hanifah
and would greatly benefit from them. (Tarikh Tadween Hadith, pg. 91)

2.Imam Shafi'i at the age of 13 went to Imam Malik who told him: “Your
heart is pure and shining. Do not waste it through sins. Make piety your
mark and a day will come when you will become a most learn man.” He
recited Muwatta before Imam Malik.

3.Kati Baghdadi narrates from Imam Shari’s that: "I have never seen a
stout person more intelligent than Muhammad bin al-Has an.”

“When Imam Ahmad bin handball started his studies in ahadith, he first
of all went to Imam Abu Yusuf then to other scholars of Islam

>-Ahmad is related by his students Abu Taib and Humayd ibn Zanjuyah to
have said: “I never saw anyone adhere more to hadith than ash-Shafi'i.

78



Differences of the Four Sunni Schools of Thoughts

“I swear I seek the blessing of Abu Hanifah and come to his
grave everyday.” (Meaning as a visitor).

Another example can be seen in the light of the reaction of
Imam Malik. Once, Caliph Haroon al-Rashid w58 sought
permission from Imam Malik to issue Muwatta Usga as the only
book that would constitute the basis for all the judicial decisions.
However, Imam Malik replied:

“Leader of the Believers, please do not do that. So far as the
details of Shariah are concerned, the Companions of the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him) held different opinions. They had
traveled far and wide in the land, and through them, people have
adopted different practices.”

Then another example which shows their respect towards each other
is with reference to Imam Abu Yusuf. On one occasion he took his bath in
a public bath before leading Friday prayers. When the congregation had
dispersed, it was discovered that there was a dead mouse in the well
attached to the bath. When this was brought to his notice he was
undisturbed and simply remarked:

“No harm. Today we are supposed to have acted after the
creed of the people of Madinah.”

Likewise, though Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal believed in performing a
fresh wudu ¢ s g after epistaxis and venesection, he was once asked as
to whether he would pray behind an Imam who had suffered bleeding of
a certain part of the body, but had not performed fresh ablution? He
replied:

“How can I refuse?” — Since this was the opinion of Imam
Malik and Saeed bin Musayyib cusall ¢ Lo,

Also, they would praise each other knowledge. Imam Malik when
asked about Imam Abu Hanifah would reply:

“Yes, I saw him and I found him to be a man of such caliber
that if he claims that this pillar is made of gold, he will prove it

to you.”
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Furthermore, it is narrated that once Imam Shafi'i asked Imam Malik
about Imam Abu Hanifah. He replied:

“Glory belongs to Allah! I have not come across anyone like him. His
knowledge was of such a caliber that if he claimed that this pillar is made
of gold, he will logically prove it to you.

Imam Shafii would say: “I have not seen a greater fagih
than Imam Abu Hanifah.”
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About Imam Shafii, Imam Muhammad had said:

“Scholars will discuss and state hadith in the language of Shafi’i.
Also, Imam Shafii would say: “Whatever I gained from Muhammad is
equal to the load of a camel.”

Likewise, Imam Shafii would respect Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal and
would command him to tell any hadith which was authentic.

However with all their respect towards each other, they were a man
of different intellectual standings. Hence it was natural for them to
disagree with each other — while fully respecting each other viewpoints

Reasons for Differences

1- A particular narrator of hadith was considered weak by an Imam
while other Imams thought him Reliable to illustrate an example,
we can mention Jabir al-Jufi. Though many scholars of hadith
considered him reliable — including Shubah® and Sufyan Thawri and
they narrated from him. However Imam Abu Hanifah criticized him
strongly and abandoned him? Therefore any hadith narrated
through him would be criticized by Imam Abu Hanifah and hence
would not be accepted.

LIbn Ulayyah said (narrating) from Shu’bah: “Jabir was utterly truthful in

hadith.”
2-Hafiz Tirmizi in his Sunan narrates on the authority of. Ham’ani that he

heard Imam Abu Hanifah saying: “I have not witnessed a more deceitful
person than Jabir J'ufi...”
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2 - Mursal ahadith accepted by some Imams while rejected by
other Imams.

To illustrate an example, we can see that in Muwatta of Imam
Malik many narrations from Imam Malik are mursal. Since he accepted
such narrations he would see no harm in accepting them. Imam Abu
Hanifah also held the same opinion as Imam Malik. He accepted the
mursal hadith whether or not it was supported by another hadith.
However Imam Shafi'i would not accept mursal ahadith. Imam Ahmad
b. Hanbal (d. 241) accepted mursal and (other) da’if * (weak) ahadith
if nothing apposing them was found regarding a particular issue,
preferring them to giyas (analogical deduction).

3 - Concerning the status of Companion

‘Among the Ahnaf scholars a principle of Usool al-Figh (which is
not excepted universally) is that those narrations of Abu Hurayrah
(may Allah be pleased with him) which are in agreement with analogy
are adopted and what are in disagreement with analogy, one will see if
the ahadith have been accepted by the community, only then would it
be adopted?. The source was Ibrahim an-Nakhi, who would not adopt
all the ahadith of Hazrat Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with
him). Hafiz Dhahabi reports in his “Mizan al-Itidaal” Jlaie¥! ¢ jx that
Ibrahim explained his motivations by arguing that Abu Hurayrah was
not a scholar of figh.

4- Hadith abrogated
An example can be seen concerning the issue of raising hands
during prayers. According to the Ahnaaf <ilial this was done initially,
however later it was abrogated. Another example can be seen under
the section of “Wiping over the Turban and the Headscarf” in Muwatta.

L_Da’if means those ahadith which are not severely weak, since Imam Ahmad
classified ahadith into sahih and da'if rather than sahih, hasan and da'if.

2- See Usool al-Sarkhasee qui yud) J godl

>-However this point is rejected by majority of the Ahnaf scholars and
scholars of different madhabs
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After narrating from Imam Malik, Imam Muhammad writes: "It has
been narrated to us that wiping over the turban was practiced, and
then abandoned. This is the verdict of Abu Hanifah and our fugaha in
general.”

5- Hadith did not reach

When this was possible (and did happen) with eminent
companions such as Abu Bakr and Umar (may Allah be pleased with
both of them Lagis 4 =) then is it not possible that some ahadith
did not reach the four Imams? It narrated by Abu Dawud that once a
grandmother of a deceased person came to Abu Bakr (may Allah be
pleased with him 4@@) and claimed a right in inheritance. Abu Bakr
(may Allah be pleased with him k@@) said that he could not find either
in the Book of God or the Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon him)
that she was entitled to any share, but that he would make enquiries
about it. In this search, Mughirah (may Allah be pleased with him a@@)
gave evidence that the Prophet (peace be upon him) gave a
grandmother of deceased one-sixth out of the property and
Muhammad bin Maslamah (may Allah be pleased with him «&2) came
before Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with him <£2) to corroborate
the narration by Mughirah (may Allah be pleased with him xf"‘»é@)
Therefore judgment was accordingly given in favor of the grandmother
of the deceased.

6- Differences in understanding the Arabic language
According to scholars of Shafi'i school of thought touching a non-
mahram nullifies wudu. They present the following verse as their
evidence: “Or if you have touched women.” However, the Ahnaaf
consider the word ‘touched’ as a relationship between man and
woman as touch can also imply intimate relation.

7-following the scholars of their own land and their line of
thinking
Shah Wali Ullah writes':

LA &) Aas
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“If you collect the sayings of Ibrahim an-Nakh'i, his comrades
and contemporizes out of Imam Muhammad Kitabul-Athar, Jamie by
Abdur-Razzak and Musannaf by Abu Bakr bin Shaybah, and make a
comparison thereof with the sayings of Imam Abu Hanifah, you will
arrive at the result that in his ijitihad, he rarely departs from the line of
Ibrahim an-Nakhii school: and ever if he does depart, he confines
himself strictly to the intellectual field of the jurists of Kufah.”

8- Classification of rulings
The Ahnaaf have created difference between wajib and fard.
Waijib is that act which is reported from khabaree-wahid hadith and
whose evidence is assumption. Where else, Fard is that act whose
ruling is derived from such evidence which is definite and cannot be
doubted i.e., mutawatir il g . Other madhabs do not have such
ruling

9 - Understanding hadith differently

In the narration of Muwatta by Imam Muhammad it is narrated
that Umar (may Allah be pleased with him a,%\“g@) said: “It is not right
for a woman to be married unless with the permission of her guardian,
or a member of her family of sound judgment, or the ruler.” Though
this hadith shows that marriage without a guardian is invalid, however
Imam Abu Hanifah took the meaning of this hadith differently. Imam
Muhammad narrates that Abu Hanifah said: “if she places herself in a
position of equality and does not neglect her dowry, then the marriage
is permissible.” Further Imam Muhammad writes: “A part of his
argument was the saying of Umar in this hadith. *...or a member of her
family of sound judgment’ in that this is not a guardian and yet the
martiage is permissible...”

10- Capacity in Ijtihad
Since all these Imams had different intellectual level and way of
thinking it was natural for them to derive different rulings. For
example, Imam Abu Hanifah was more concerned in Figh, where else
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Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal was more inclined in the preservation of
ahadith.

Therefore it can be seen in the light of these ten reasons that the
Four Imams did not differ because of the general methodology — since
each of them believed in following the Quran and Sunnah. Rather it
was in their way of interpretation However with all there differences;
they did not react angrily towards each other. Rather they were like
believers with mercy towards each other, and today it is imperative on
us to follow their ways. For indeed! One should not think that his
school of thought is always correct and the other schools of thoughts
are wrong. Rather the balance approach should be that his school of
thought ruling is presumed to be correct with the possibility of being
incorrect and the other schools of thoughts ruling can have the
possibility of being correct. For verily on the Day of Judgment the
secret of whose school of thought was correct will not be disclosed!

More ever on the Day of Judgment, Allah will not disgrace any of
the four Imams to whom he favored with the knowledge of the
religion. Therefore to delve into such a thing as to whose school of
thought is correct is to waste one’s life. Rather as believers of the
Quran and Sunnah and followers of the footsteps of the pious
predecessors we should unite and spread the tenets of Islam which
the Messengers (peace be upon them) had propagated.

And, indeed, all Praises belong to Allah, Lord of the Worlds

84



Differences of the Four Sunni Schools of Thoughts

8.
9

References

Boundaries of Differences From the Discourses of Mufti Mahmood-
Hasan Gangohi

Hadith and Sunnah — Ideals and Realities —

Tagi Uddin Nadvi Muzahiri, The Great Mohadditheen & Their
Contribution

Muhammad ibn Yusuf, Imam Abu Hanifah (Uqudul-Juman)
The Muwatta of Imam Muhammad

Amin Ahsan Islahi, Juristic Differences and how to resolve them in an
Islamic State

Sunan Abi Dawud
Tirmizi Sharif

Shibli Numani, Sirat-un-Nabi

10. Shah Waliullah, Hujjatullah Al-Baaligah

11. Abdur Rasheed Numani, Tareekh Tadween Hadith (In Urdu)

12. Suhaib Hasan, An Introduction To The Science of Hadith

85



	SKMBT_C45117110921290_0085
	SKMBT_C45117110921290_0086
	SKMBT_C45117110921290_0087
	SKMBT_C45117110921290_0088
	SKMBT_C45117110921290_0089
	SKMBT_C45117110921290_0090
	SKMBT_C45117110921290_0091
	SKMBT_C45117110921290_0092
	SKMBT_C45117110921290_0093

