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Research and Comparative Analysis of Criticisms
The Spirit of Muslim Culture
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ABSTRACT:

Igbal’s unique thought process takes a new leap in his lectures which are
compiled in “The Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam”. Among these “The
Spirit of Muslim Culture” has gained immense significance of eminent researchers and
scholars. In this lecture basic concepts of Islamic Culture and their importance have
been highlighted on which the supreme edifice of Muslim Umma has been raised. In
any society, the value, movement and evolution of culture matter immensely. Contrary
to Greek thought, we may find experimental and practical aspects of Islamic Culture.
Over the years, this specific lecture has met numerous criticisms and explanations
which unfold the distinctive aspects of the Islamic culture. This article dooms to bring

forth critical and analytical study of “The Spirit of Muslim Culture”.
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| want rather to fix your gaze on some of the ruling concepts of the culture of

Islam ."
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"A Prophet may be defined as a type of mystic consciousness in which unitary

experience tends to overflow its boundaries and seeks opportunities of redirecting or
refashioning the forces of collective life.” (5)
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"Indeed the way in which the word "Wahi" is used in the Quran shows that the

Quran regards it as a universal property of life; though its nature and character are
different at different stages of the evolution of life."(8)
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"With the birth of reason and critical faculty, however life, its own interest,

inhibits the formation and growth of non-rational modes of consciousness through
which psychic energy flowed at earlier stage of human evolution.” (12)
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"In so far as the source of his revelation is concerned, he belongs to the ancient
world; in so far as the spirit of his revelation is concerned, he belongs to the modern
world." (14)
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"There is no doubt that the ancient world produced some much great systems of
philosophy at a time when man was comparatively primitive and governed more or less

by suggestion." '”
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"The idea, however, does not mean that mystic experience, which qualitatively

does not differ from the experience of the Prophet, has now ceased to exist as a vital
fact” (19)
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"l am afraid Spengler's anxiety to establish this thesis has completely perverted
the vision of Islam as a cultural movement." (22)
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"It is obvious that such a view cannot be acceptable to Spengler, for if it is

possible to show that the anti-classical spirit of modern culture is due to the inspiration
which it received from the culture immediately preceding it, the whole argument of
Spengler regarding the complete mutual independence of cultural growth would
collapse."(25)
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